Prevention of infections of skin and skin structures.
Treatment of nasal carriers of coagulase-positive staphylococci with a wide variety of topical systemic antibiotics suppressed these organisms only during treatment. Treatment of methicillin-sensitive or methicillin-resistant staphylococci with oral rifampin plus cloxacillin, vancomycin, fusidic acid, or trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole eradicated the colonizing Staphylococcus aureus in approximately 80 percent of studies. An alternative approach is replacement of virulent S.aureus with the 502 A S. aureus strain. The latter approach has aborted epidemics of staphylococcal diseases in newborn nurseries and has prevented recurrent furunculosis.